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No  Record 
on  July  2 


Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  Tne  Baptist  Record 
to  50  issues  per  year,  the 
newspaper  will  not  print  on 
July  2.  The  next  issue  will  be 
dated  July  9.  All  normal  news 
and  advertising  deadlines  for 
the  issue  of  July  9  wtll*remain 
in  effect.  The  Jaff  of  The 
Baptist  Record  wishes  you  a 
happy  Independence  Day. 
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ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  June  signals  the  beginning  of 
another  hurricane  season  and  residents 
neai  the  Gulf  Coast  woul.’  do  well  to  start 
preparing,  especially  if  the  names  Katrina, 
Ike,  and  Gustav  strike  a  scary  chord. 

Mickey  Caison,  a  disaster  relief  leader 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  in  Alphi 
Ga.,  said  preparedness  is  not  only  for  the 
hurricane  season  but  a  planning  process 
that  families,  churches,  and  local  Baptist 
associations  should  undertake  in 
advance  of  any  possible  disaster 
whether  a  tornado  in  the  South,  a  flood 
in  die  Midwest,  an  ice  storm  in  New 
England,  or  even  a  swine  flu  pandemic. 

"Families  should  be  prepared  in  the 
event  of  any  disaster  that  may  isolate 
them  for  a  period  of  time,  knock  off 
electricity  or  block  roads,”  said 
Caison,  NAMB’s  team  leader  for 
adult  volunteer  mobilization. 

Hie  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force,  under  the  direction 
of  die  Meri-s  Ministry  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convent* 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


“A  tot  of  times  in  a  disaster,  we’ll  call  a 
church  :nd  ask  if  we  can  use  their  church  to 
set  up  a  feeding  unit  but  their  response  is. 
We'll  Jave  to  call  a  deacons'  meeting  or 
have  a  business  meeting  to  decide.'  We  in 
disaster  relief  don't  have  time  for  that  so 
we  must  go  on  to  another  church." 


aster  preparation  guide  titled.  If  « 
Disaster  Strikes,  Wifi  I  Be  Prepared? 

The  guide  can  be  downloaded 
from  the  convention  board  web 
site,  www.mbcb.org,  by  clicking  on 
the  guide's  icon  on  the  left  side  of 
the  splash  page. 

Caison  recommended' that  fami¬ 
lies  develop  a  disaster  plan  and 
compile  a  supply  kit  to  cover  a 
minimum  of  three  days. 

The  family*  survival  kit  would 
include  one  gallon  of  water  per  per¬ 
son  per  day;  canned  and  packaged 
food;  comfort  food  such  as  cookies, 
hard  candy,  sweetened  cereals, 
instant  coffee  and  tea  bags;  a  first- 
aid  kit;  equipment  and  tools  including  eat 
ing  utensils;  a  kattery -opera ted  radio  and 
flashlight  with  extra  batteries;  personal 
hygiene  items;  clothing  and  bedding;  and 
special  items  like  eyeglasses,  copies  of 
important  family  documents,  cash,  etc. 

^ Southern  Baptist  churches  also  need  to 
prepare  for  disasters,"  Caison  said. 

Such  preparations  for  churches  could 
include  creating  a  communication^  pi  in 
for  linking  the  church  with  its  members 
during  a  disaster  and,  in  advance,  build¬ 
ing  strong  relationships  with  community 

I  resources  such  as  the  Red  Cross,  the 
Salvation  Army,  and  city  and  county 
emergency  management  personnel. 

Also,  churches  can  decide  in  develop- 
I  ing  a  disaster  plan  if  they  want  to  be  an 
I  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  opera- 
I  tions  center,  a  site  for  a  feeding  unit,  or  a 
I  temporary  living  shelter  for  disaster 
I  relief  volunteers. 

"At  the  same  time,  their  disaster  pre- 
I  paredness  plan  will  help  them  in  ways  to 
I  minister  both  to  their  church  members 
I  and  to  the  community-  If  they  don't  have 
I  a  plan,  the  church  is  just  going  to  react  to 
I  the  situation,"  Caison  said. 


Caison  said  unpre¬ 
pared  churches  without  plans  lose  a 
golden  opportunity  to  position  them¬ 
selves,  their  ministries,  and  their  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  community. 

"In  having  a  strong  relationship  with 
community  leaders  in  case  of  a  disaster  — 
— before  tne  disaster  strikes  —  the  SBC 
church  will  have  a  seat  at  the  planning 
table,"  he  said.  "Churches  will  be  in  on  the 
planning,  know  what's  going  to  happen 
and  know  how  you  can  be  part  or  the 
response.  Your  church  then  becomes  a 
viable  part  of  the  ministry  of  disaster  relief 
following  a  disaster,  but  all  these  decisions 
and  relationships  need  to  be  made  before¬ 
hand,"  Caison  said  "Community  disaster 
relief  agencies  like  the  Red  Cross  or 
Salvation  Army  won't  have  time  to  come  to 
you  after  the  disaster  happens  and  they 
won't  have  time  for  you  to  come  to  them. 

Caison  said  churches  that  plan  ahead  for 
disaster  response  can  use  such  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  outreach  in  the  community.  For 
example,  a  church  can  partner  with  the  Red 
Cross,  Salvation  Army,  and  local  emer¬ 
gency  management  to  offer  a  preparedness 


rs  to  prepare 

training  event  for  families,  including  those 
who  may  not  normally  attend  that  church. 

"The  bottom  line  is  that  local  churches 
are  in  a  unique  position  to  respond  to 
individual  needs  in  ways  that  no  other 
organization  or  group  can,"  Caison  said. 
"Churches  can  demonstrate  the  love  of 
Christ  as  they  meet  the  needs  of  disaster 
victims.  Even  spontaneous  reaction  to  a 
disaster  in  the  church's 
community  can  be  helpful 
if  it’s  coordinated  with  the 
efforts  of  other  disaster 
relief  agencies." 

Many  of  die  same  issues 
for  disaster  relief  apply  to  a 
possible  flu  pandemic,  Caison 
said.  "How  ao  you  minister  to 
your  members  and  the  com¬ 
munity  when  flu  pandemics 
call  for  mandatory  rules  against 
congregating?  How  will  we  get 
food  to  people  when  they  are 
quarantined  at  home? 

"We’re  still  extremely  con¬ 
cerned  about  a  swine  flu  pan¬ 
demic  although  it’s  fallen  off 
tire  radaf  screen  for  most  folks 
now,  but  families  and  church¬ 
es  need  to  prepare  for  that  as  a 
tential  disaster,  too.  The  last 
le  there  was  a  major  pan¬ 
demic  in  1918,  it  started  in  the 
winter,  waned  during  the 
spring  and  summer,  but  came 
back  with  a  vengeance  in  the 
fall.  The  reality  is  that  next  fall 
and  winter,  we  have  a  high 
probability  of  significant  flu." 

One  church  that  is  prepared 
for  disasters,  including  a  flu  pan¬ 
demic,  19  First  Church  in 
Cummin  v  Ga.,  which  averages 
1,000  people  on  Sundays. 

"Since  the  swine  flu  outbreak, 
we’ve  been  emphasizing  to  our 
members  that  if  we  get  into  a  pan¬ 
demic  situation,  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  our  church  needs  to  do  is  to 
stay  healthy  so  we  can  serve  our  commu¬ 
nity,"  pastor  Bob  Jolly  said. 

To  hammer  that  message  home.  Jolly 
said  First  Church  recently  held  its  first 
"No  Handshake  Sunday''  during  which 
members  were  encouraged  to  forsake 
handshakes  in  favor  of  what  he 
described  as  "the  holy  elbow  bump." 

In  the  event  of  a  flu. pandemic,  public 
gatherings  would  have  to  be  cancelled,  he 
said.  "Vre’ve  told  our  people  that  sermons 
would  be  online  ana  that  our  wcfbpage 
would  be  active  and  dynamic  to  comm  uni-, 
cate  things  they  need  to  know.  Our  web¬ 
page  would  also  include  links  to  govern¬ 
ment,  CDC  (Centers  for  Disease  Control), 
and  NAMB  disaster  relief  sites,"  he  said. 

For  more  information  on  disaster  relief 
programs  in  Mississippi,  contact  the  Men's 
Ministry  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3334 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
ext.  334.  E-mail:  cwright#mbcb.org 
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What  little  war  materiel  that  survived 


Editor's 

Notebook 


are  directly  impacted  by  this 
struggle.  If  we  are  not  willing 
to  lovingly  and  redemptively 
come  alongside  them,  we  may 
well  lose  mem  to  homosexual 
activist  groups.  Neither  con¬ 
demnation  nor  silence  will 
prevent  this. 

Evangelist  Josh  McDowell 
once  said  that  "if  your  church 
is  healthy,  you  will  have  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  struggling  with 
adultery,  pornography,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  other  sins."  He 
went  on  to  explain  that  "if 
with  the  same  from  the  temptation  of  homo-  your  church  is  healthy,  God 

uring.  This  is  sexuality.  Being  raised  in  the  will  send  hurting  people 

discipleship.  church  does  not  guarantee  there  to  be  healed." 

ui  that  people  immunity  from  this  or  any  In  his  2003  report  to  the 


INION: 

Churches  and 


Men  and  women  with 
whom  IVe  talked  and 
ministered  through 
the  years  have  told  me  stones 
of  hearing  Christians  share 
their  disgust  for  homosexuals. 

Usually  the  person  saying  this 
had  no  idea  that  mere  was 
someone  in  the  group  who 
struggled  with  that  issue. 

Ifthere  is  any  trace  of  this 
attitude  in  your  heart,  you 
must  be  honest  about  that  and 
do  whatever  it  takes  to  over¬ 
come  it  You  might  begin  by 
acknowledging  that  this  atti¬ 
tude  is  sin  and  is  displeasing 
to  our  Father. 

Secondly,  we  must  examine 
our  motives.  Too  often  we  can 
appear  more  concerned  with 
defeating  the  homosexual 
agenda  than  we  are  with 
restoring  broken  lives.  Are  we 
genuinely  driven  by  a  desire 
to  we  captives  set  free?  Do  we 
see  those  who  are  set  free  as 
trophies  of  God’s  grace  or 
proof  that  we’re  right  in  the 
culture  war? 

Our  churches  should  be  safeV.- 
places  for  both  those  who  ed  that  change  is  possible, 
struggle  and  those  who  love  •  Homosexuality  ismt  a 

them.  Here  are  five  things  your  choice.  In  a  LifeWay  research 
church  should  know:  survey,  90%  of  Southern  Baptist 

•  Your  church  already  has  pastors  said  that  homosexuali- 
much  of  what  it  takes  for  this  ty  is  a  choice.  At  this  point,  we 
ministry.  At  the  2003  Exodus  must  distinguish  between 


By  Bob  Stith 
Nashville 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP) 
Most  Southern  Baptists  hav< 


a  ve  a 

Bible  within  easy  reach  and 
many  more  on  bookshelves  or 
scattered  throughout  their 
d  Rawlings 
tne 


homes.  Harold 


Rawti 

knows  how  to  increase 
value  of  those  Bibles  that  often 
are  taken  for  granted. 

Midwestern  Seminary’s  prompted  me  to 
exhibit  at  the  annual  meeting  gather  this  collec- 
the  Southern  Baptist 


they’ve  always 
had  one  or  can 
easily  get  one  if  it 
is  lost.  Because  of 
its  availability 
we’ve  lost  a  sense 
of  its  impor¬ 
tance,"  he  said 
"That's  what 


of 

Convention  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
earlier  this  week  featured  a 
collection  of  ancient  Bibles 
dating  as  far  back  as  the  13th 
century. 

Rawlings  shared  the  story 
of  how  a  few  determined  men 
risked  their  lives  to.  produce 
Bibles  in  everyday,  easily 
understood  English  in  spite  of 
laws  forbidding  it  "It  was  a 
costly  struggle  mat  resulted  in 
the  torture  and  death  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  brave  men  and 
women  who  refused  to  buckle 
under  threats  of  punishment" 
Rawlings  said.  "We  are  the 
privileged  recipients  of  their 
noble  deeds."  . 

Rawlings'  overview  was 
presented  at  the  seminary's 
exhibit  hall  booth  in  the 
Exhibition  Center  in 


After  retiring  from  years  of 
pastoral  ministry,  Rawlings 
began  thinking  of  ways  he 
might  encourage  Christians  in 
areas  they  know  little  about. 
"We  all  believe  the  Bible  to  be 
the  most  important  book  in 
ths  world,  but  few  of  us 
how  it  came  to  us,"  he  said. 

By  taking  his  collection  of 
ancient  Bibles  on  the  road  to 
churches  and  schools, 
Rawlings  offers  a  visual  illus¬ 
tration  of  die  story  he  shares 
of  lives  lost  in  trying  to  get  the 
Bible  into  English. 

"People  have  taken 


Among  the 
Bibles  displayed 
at  the  SBC  exhibit: 

•  A  Latin 
Vulgate  that  was 
handwritten  on 
vellum  around 
A.D.  1230  and 
served  as  the 
basis  for  John 
Wycliffe’s  transla¬ 
tion. 

•  The  last  of 
five  editions  of 
Erasmus’  Gree! 
New  Testament, 
printed  in  A.D. 

•  ‘  William 
TYndale’s  New 
Testament  dated 
1552  which  served 
as  the  basis  for  all 
subsequent 
English  versions 


. 


JUNCTION  —  Midwestern  Seminaiy  professor  Alan  Tomlinson  (left) 
,  copies  of  antique  Bibles  displayed  by  Harold  Rawlings.  (BP  photo) 


Bible 


granted 


the 
because 


for  the  next  400  years.  Many  of 
these  were  confiscated  and 
burned. 

•  A  rare  1553  edition  of 
Miles  Coverdaie’s  first  com¬ 
plete  Bible  in  the  English  lan- 

e.  It  was  the  first  Bible  to 
censed  by  the  king  for 
distribution,  completing  the 
work  of  Tyndale  who  was 
martyred. 

•  A  first  edition  of 
Matthew’s  Bible  of  1537  pro¬ 
duced  by  John  Rogers,  an 
associate  of  Tyndale  who 
adopted  a  pseudonym  in 
order  to  distribute  the  Bible. 


Benefits  approved 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  US.  President  Barack  Obama 
•  i««»randum  June  17  riving  hontosexual  partners  of  i 
employees  some  uf  the  benefits  of  married  employees  "This 
presidential  memorandum  is  just  a  start,"  Obama  said  at  die 
signing.  "Unfortunately,  my  administration  is  not  authorized  by 
existing  federal  law  to  provide  same-sex  couples  with  the  full 
range  of  benefits  enjoyed  by  heterosexual  married  couples. 
That’s  why  I  stand  by  my  long-standing  commitment  to  work 
with  Congress  to  repeal  die  socaHed  Defense  of  Marriage  Act. 
It’s  discriminatory,  ft  interferes  with  states’  rights,  and  its  time 
we  overturned  it  "  Critics  say  overturning  COMA  would  not 
only  force  die  federal  government  to  recognize  same  sex  mar¬ 
riages  from  Massachusetts  and  other  states,  but  could  interfere 
with  states'  rights  by  forcing  all  50  states  to  recognize  same  sex 
marriage.  The  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  has  two  main  parts,  one 
pertaining  to  die  federal  government  and  the  other  referencing 
the  states.  The  section  pertaining  to  die  federal  government 
states  that  "in  determining  die  meaning  of  any  Act  of  Congress, 
or  of  any  ruling,  regulation,  or  interpretation  erf  the  various 
administrative  bureaus  and  agencies  of  die  United  States,  die 
word  'marriage'  means  only  a  legal  union  between  one  mam  and 
one  woman  as  husband  and  wife,  and  the  word  spouse’  refers 
only  to  a  peisom  of  the  opposite  9ex  who  is  a  husband  or  a  wife 

The  section  that  protects  states  says  that  "no  state  ...  shall  be 
required  to  give  effect  to  any  public  act,  record,  or  judicial  pro- 
ceeding  of  any  otter  state...  respecting  a  relationship 
persons  of  the  .same  sex  that  is  treated  as  a  marriage 


between 


The  Great  Bible,  a  1562 
edition  which  revised 
Matthew's  Bible.  Described  as 
great  because  of  its  size,  it  was 
prociocgd  under  the  guidance 
of  CovtMale.  It  is  also  called 
the  Chained  Bible  because 
copies  were  chained  to  the 
lectern  or  table  in  every  parish 
church  in  England  so  people 
could  either  read  it  or  hear  it 
read. 

•  A  first  edition  of  the 
Geneva  Bible  printed  in  1560 
and  made  by  William 
Whittingham  and  other 
English  exiles  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  during  Queen 
Mary's  reign  in  England.  It 
was  the  Bible  of  Shakespeare, 
the  Puritans,  and  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers. 

•  The  Bishop’s  Bible,  first 
printed  in  1568  and  translated 
by  a  committee  comprised 


King  James  Bible,  which 
remains  popular  today. 

Rawlings  is  die  author  of 
two  books,  Basic  Baptist 
Beliefs,  which  addresses  the 
doctrines  that  distinguish 
Baptists  from  most  other  reli¬ 
gious  groups,  and  Trial  by  Fire 
about  the  struggle  to  get  the 
Bible  into  English. 

He  received  >>  Ph.D.  from 


Louisiana  Baptist  University, 
serves  cm  Mid  western’s  advi- 


largely  of  English  bishops.  It 
never  replaced  the  unautho¬ 
rized  Geneva  Bible  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people, 

•  The  third  edition  of  the 


sory  group  called  the  board  of 
regents,  and  has  spoken  on 
several  occasions  to  chapel 
audiences  at  the  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  campus. 

The  Rawlings  Foundation, 
which  he  directs,  continues  to 
support  the  school  financially. 

"One  reason  I  accepted  the 
position  of  regent  was  that  I 
felt  the  school’s  position  on  the 
Bible  was  very  similar  to  mine. 
I  was  pleased  that  they  were 
using  it  as  the  official  textbook 
of  the  seminary,  not  question¬ 
ing  it,  but  being  judged  by  the 
Scriptures,"  Rawlings  said. 


Looking  buck 


Mississippi  native  Dan  Panter  is  named  as  associate  director  of 
International  Mission  Board  work  in  southeast  Asia  and  Oceania,  a  region 
including  countries  such  as  Australia,  Indonesia.  Malaysia,  and  Thailand. 


James  W.  Edwards  is  named  interim  president  of  William  Carey 
College  in  Hattiesburg.  Edwards  was  hired  a  month  ago  as  WCC’s  tem¬ 
porary  financial,  ad  minister  after  bring  retained  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Education  Commission  to  aid  in  their  study  of  the  school. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  i 
with  God  in  your  own  \ 


L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  haw  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  Ms  name. "  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 


A  group  of  Mississippi  pastors  and  laymen,  led  by  The  Baptist 
Record  editor  W.C.  Fields,  worship  at  Gordon's  Cavalry  and  the  gar-  .  % 

den  tomb  cm  their  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  Jerusalem's  mayor,  Rouhi  I  fesus  Chnst  today,  contact  a 
Khateeb.  joined  the  group  for  dinner. 


ay,  co i 

local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 


al  guidance. 
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responsible  for  a  group  ol 
young  people  or  adults  assist¬ 
ing  in  ar(i0**tnt  needs  to  be  sup 
portive  of  security  measures 


IN  APPRECIATION  OF 
CHILDREN'S  AND 
YOUTH  MINISTERS 

At  churches  all  across  our 
state,  ministers  of  children  and 
youth  are  at  fever  pitch  of  high 
velocity  activity.  Summer  may 
be  tne:r  busiest  time  but  it  is 
certainly  not  their  only  busy 
time,  for  so  many  of  diem  do  a 
magnificent  job  all  year  long. 
During  the  summer  with 


encouraging,  assisting,  or  even 
leading  in  the  circumventing  of 
securitv  measures.  Our  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  want  to  have 
,  fun  and  indeed,  they  should  be 
given  that  privilege.  However, 
_ .1  ; gf_  *  carp  arid  con¬ 
cern,  fun  can  instantly  turn  to 
disaster  heartbreak,  and  long- 
Hl _ ! _ K 

A  final  thought  about  all  of 
these  summer  activities  has  to 
f.  I  mention 
riority  One. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ence  or  on  a  mission  trip?  '  One  given  that  privilege.  However, 
girl  with  a  big  smile  and  bright  without  proper  care  _  arid  con- 

face  said,  "We  are  here  this  week  -  r 

for  the  Youth  Conference."  The 
security  enforcer,  still  standing  term  sadness, 
with  her  bade  to  me,  shook  her 
finger  again  and  said,  "1  said 
you  are  not  suppose  to  speak  to  ao  wun  sptnmi 
him."  I  waved  and  quickly  it  last,  though  it 
moved  on,  telling  diem  to  have  The  purpose  of  camps,  schools, 
a  great  day.  I  recognized  that  1  trips,  and  children  and  youth 
had  broken  their  security  summer  experiences  13  not  just 
instructions  and  was  aware  of  to  keep  them  busy  for  a  few 
how  awkward  it  must  have  days  but  also  to  focus  their 
been  for  all  of  them.  They  did  attention  in  fresh,  meaningful 
not  know  me  and  I  did  not  feel  ways  on  the  Lord.  While  the 
at  ease  trying  to  explain  to  them  above-mentioned  things  are 
my  connection  with  their  certainly  of  concern,  it  is  unpor- 
dhurch,  their  pastor,  or  events  at  tant  that  they  not  be  allowed  to 
that  church  before  they  were  sit  at  the  forefront  of  everything 
probably  even  bom.  All  they  that  is  happening.  In  a  world  of 
knew  was  a  stranger  in  the  hurt,  uncertainty,  and  even  fear, 
oarking  lot  was  making  conver-  it  is  of  utmost  Importance  that 


encourage  but  also  demand 
that  they  go  to  school  and 
encourage  and  sometimes 
demand  that  they  be  involved 
in  social,  academic,  or  athletic 
everts  that  increase  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  life.  For  those  who  are  in 
charge  and  the  adult  supervi¬ 
sors  who  are  involved,  it  is  a 
keep-you-awake,  raise-your 
blood-pressure,  high-stress- 
level  experience. 

I  also  thought  about  security. 
1  know  drat  is  a  part  of  stress 
but  it  has  a  spot  of  its  own 
because  in  our  world  with 
everything  from  terrorists  to 
predators  to  even  other  mis¬ 
guided  youth,  obviously  things 
could  happen.  I  saw  a  church 
bus  from  one  of  our  Mississippi 
communities  and  they  were 
about  to  load  up  and  head  off 
to  a  meeting.  Standing  at  the 
door  of  die  bus  were  eight  or  10 
young  teenage  girls.  1  was 
walking  by  where  they  were 
and  I  spoke  to  them.  Pointing 


Vacation  Bible  School,  summer 
camps,  trips,  and  special  activ- 


help,  and  care  for  children  and 
youth  in  the  fast-developing 
period  of  their  lives  and  the 
days  that  are  filled  with  so 
many  major  decisions.  In  spite 
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who  are  involved  in  youth 
activities  this  summer,  thank 
you  and  may  God  richly  bless 
you.  Stay  safe,  care  about  the 
students,  and  stay  vigilant  to 
introduce  them  to  Jesus. 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Sixteen:  Sixteen 


NOXAPATEX  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Send 
resumes  to  Hugh  Barrier,  1215  Barrier 
Clay  Road,  noxapater  .  MS  39146 
HOLCOMB  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Holcomb,  Mbs.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  minister.  Please  send  resume  to 
Holcomb  Baptist  Church,  attention 
youth  search  committee,  109  Highway 
35  South,  Hoteomb,  MS.  38940, 
MKMDEUA  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 
(Bolivar,  Sunflower  &  Leflore  counties) 
is  seeking  an  Associatkinal  Missions 
Director.  Send  resumes  to  Pastor 
Wayne  Kimbrough.  AMD  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
4644  Billy  Stone  Rd,  Greenwood  MS 
3B930  or  email 

wtonbroughcito#y»hoo.tom  by  fune 


110  in  the  group,  the  potential 
fear  something  happening  that 
would  not  be  warned  or  wel¬ 
come  is  tremendous.  There 
could  be  an  injury,  an  emer¬ 
gency  illness,  someone  wan¬ 
dering  off  or  being  left  behind. 
If  you  stop  and  begin  to  think 
about  it  and  calculate  all  of  die 
possibilities  of  things  that 
could  go  wrong,  it  could  proba¬ 
bly  put  parents  and  leaders  in 
total  shock  mode. 

If  you  analyze  it  closely 
enough,  you  might  not  even 
want  your  child  going  off  to  the 


NORTHSIOE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Vkksbuv,  Miss.,  Is  accepting  resumw 
far  a  ftT  ftsor,  reply  to  pastor  search 
committee,  28  Mingos  Road, 

Vidabum.  MS.  39183. _ _ 

F  K  ABERDEEN  IS  SEEKING  A  BARE 
TIME  leader  far  a  blended  style  of  wur- 


tional  growth, 
video  If 


Submit  resume  arid 
available  to 


FBC  OF  BUDf  S  SEEKING  A  PART 
TIME  vouth  minister.  Please  send 
resume  to  FBCBude,  i  IS  Bude  Baptist 
Rd.  fkirfe  Ms  19630,  O  contact 
hrad4Hbcbude.com-  Phone  is  601- 
3842326  Deadline  far  submitting  is 
June  30, 2009. 


activity  but  in  all  honesty,  all  of 
those  min^  exist  all  of  the  time 
and  yet  you  still  not  only 
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1.  Reeky  Point  Church, 
Leake  County,  held  its 
VBS  June  1  -  5.  Average 
attendance  85. 

2.  Concord  ,  Church, 
Booneville:  July  7  -  It,  6 
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June  27,  9  a.m.;  call  (662) 
728-8384  for  information. 

Northside  Church, 
Vicksburg,  held  its  VBS 
June  8  -  12.  Average 
attendance  110;  19  profes- . 
sions  of  faith.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 
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3.  Northside  Church 


Zion  Church,  Pontotoc, 
held  its  VBS  June  12  - 13. 
Shown  are  the  partici¬ 


pants. 


6.  Hebron  Church 
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4.  Zion  Church 


Church 


its  VBS 


June  1-5.  Average  atten 
dance  74;  one  profession 
of  faith.  Shown  are  the 


participants 


Hebron  Church 

Smithdale,  recently  held 
its  VBS,  collecting  $935 


have  Bibles  trans 


orphans  in  Ukraine 
Shown  are  the  partici 
j>ants  and  pastor  Cletus 


Coldwater  Church 
Philadelphia,  held  its 
VBS  June  1  r-5.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 
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S.  Parkway  Church 


S  i  ah  Ch  anges 


7.  Coldwater  Church 


Con  i  c, i  \nd  Seminarv  News 


1.  Bill  Riley  has  been  called  as  3.  Enon  O 

Assodatkmal  Missions  Tnangle  t 

Director  for  Jasper  County  called  La 

Association,  beginning  pastor.  H 

»-*  s  vsfiSs 

2.  Gore  Springs  Church,  Gore  graduate  c 

Springs,  has  called  Adam  Mississioj 

Blair  as  pastor.  He  is  shown  New  Orie; 
with  his  wife  Amanda  and 

children  Logan  and  Emma 

Visit  us  online  at  ' 

www.mbcb.org, 
to  leam  more  about 
Mississippi  Baptist  opportunities. 


Enon  Church,  Golden 
IHangle  Association,  has 
called  Lorry  Haggard  as 
pastor.  He  and  ms  wife 
Sufcie  began  their  ministry 
at  the  church  Apr.  1.  He  is  a 

Saduate  of  Clarke  College, 
ississippi  College,  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


1.  WCU  groundbreaking 


fc 


William  Carey  University 

broke  ground  recently  for 
alum 

Theater  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  Shown  are  presi¬ 
dent  Tommy  King,  the 
Tatums,  and  Obra  Quave. 


New  Orleans  Seminary 
president  Chuck  Kelley 
was  awarded  an  honorary 
doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  William  Carey 
University  at  the  schools 
spring  commencement  in 


The  Fail-Asbuiy  School  of 
Nursing  invites  the  public 
to  an  open  house  July  17,  5 
-  8  pm.,  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion.  call  (601)  318-6147  or 
318-6301. 

Students  from  First  Church, 
Boy,  spent  five  days  on  foe 
Mississippi  College  cam¬ 
pus  for  a  summer  camp. 
Nearly  ,  10,000  summer 
campers  participate  in 
camps  at  MC  each  year. 
Shown,  front,  are  Gabe 
Wilson,  Jayde  Smith,  Sara 
Grace  Colbert,  and  Hayes 
WUson;  standing,  Kim 
Wilson  Jamie  Wilson  and 
Christie  Smith. 


4.  MC  campers 


p 

c 


wmmmaaamBfbKk 


6.  While  commissioning 


m.. 


8.  Freeny,  Remus  Chur* 


9.  Sunrise  Chur* 


Fillingame.  The  chui*  also 
held  a  biky  and  child  dedica¬ 
tion  May  31. 

Church, 


4,  The  Busy  Bees  Children's 
Ministry  group  erf  Flat  Top 
’  Unity  Church,  Pear!  River 
Association,  collected 
‘765.95  for  the  Annie 


9, 


. 


'  ■ 


•  —  t  l*  *  ■  ♦ 


*  ^  ■  M 


-  '  '' 

a 


IJ 

*  j 

.  ’  S 

,  *>  .  .teas  .  ■  a 

;S 


SR,-  :• 


& 


First  Church,  Oloh,  held  a 
note  burning  service  May  31. 
Shown  are  pastor  James 
Moore,  Dennis  Aultman, 
Arlene  Aultman,  Delton 


■ 


missioned  Leigh  White  as  a 
Mission  Service  Corps  vol¬ 
unteer.  She  and  her  family 
will  be  serving  in  Wyoming. 
Shown  are  pastor  Boo  Curtis, 
White,  Chns  White,  and  chil¬ 
dren  Jordan  and  Jacob. 
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Eon  Hill  Chutth,  Wesson, 

licensed  Will  MBo  Parsons  to 
preach  Apr  19.  Shown  are 
pastor  Tom  McCormick  and 


Leake 


4.  Flat  Top  Unity  Church 


*  * 
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removing  trees.  The  group 
did  this  m  partnership  with 
the  Gaston  youth  group, 
Prentiss  County  Disaster 
Relief  Team,  and  Eubank 
Construction  Inc  Shown  are 
some  of  die  participants. 


10.  Stronghope  Church, 

Wesson,  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion  recently.  Shown  are 
Tunmy  It  Sarah  Barlow  with 
Jackson,  and  Carrie  Butler 


i  * 


Boyd  with  Blair. 


10.  Stronghope  Church 


12.  First  Church,  Greenwood,  Bible  diiltera 


11.  Lakeside  §1  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  honored  their 
8th  grade  and  senior  grad¬ 
uates  April  26  with  a  new 


Cawthon,  Catlm  Hams, 
Brandon  Swilley,  Aron 
Spiers,  and  Autum  Harris. 

1Z  First  Church,  Greenwood, 
recognizes  its  Bible  drillers. 
Shown,  front  row,  are  Mary 
Upchurch,  Bethany  Tillman, 
Leigh- Anne  Liegey,  Abigafe 
Late,  and  Madison  Deloach; 
back  row,  Andrew  Liegey, 
Thomas  Dillard,  Wilson 
Bhmden,  and  Debra  Miller. 

13.  Members  of  First  Church, 
Marks,  and  West  Marks 
Church,  Marks,  participated 
in  a  Walk  for  Life  recently,  for 
the  Crisis  Pregnancy  Center 
fundraiser  or  Norm  Delta 
Association.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

14.  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson, 
recognizes  its  Bible  drillers. 
Shown  are  Brenden  Lyall 
Lillian  Walters,  and  Gavin 
LyaH 

15.  Herman ville  Church, 

Herman ville,  recently  cele¬ 
brated  its  125th  anniversary. 
Shown  is  Ken  Cook  present¬ 
ing  a  certificate  to  Buddy 
Howard. 

16.  Members  of  Gaston  Church, 
Booneville,  recently  spent 
four  days  on  the  Blue 
Mountain  College  campus 
landscaping,  relocating  a 
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14.  Lakeshore  Church  Bible  drillers 


15.  Hermanville  Church 


16.  Gaston  Church,  Booneville 
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Bethel  Church,  Water  Valley;  Revival  July  12 
-  15;  Sun.,  11  am.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
pm;  Ken  Boyette,  speaker,  Casey  Gerber, 
music. 


13.  Pint  Church  and  West  Marks  Church,  Marks 


Z  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Newton;  Revival 
June  28  -  July r  Sun.,  11  am.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. 
-  Wed.,  7  pm.;  James  L.  Spencer,  speaker,  Jim 
and  William  Saveli  music. 

3.  Cold  Springs  Church,  Collins:  Revival  July 
19  -  24;  Sim.,  11  am.,  followed  by  dinner  on 
the  ground  and  afternoon  gospel  sing;  Mon.  - 
Fri.,7  pm;  Bill  Saye,  speaker. 

4.  Crystal  Springs  Church,  Tylertown:  Revival 
June  28  -  July  1;  Sun.,  11  am,  followed  by 


hinch  and  6  pm;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  pm.;  Gene 
Douglas,  speaker;  Steve  Bishop,  music. 

5.  McCall  Creek  Church,  McCall  Creek:  100th 
anniversary,  July  12;  services,  1030  am.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch;  all  former  pastors  and  mem¬ 
bers  wekxwned. 

6.  Union  Church,  Union  Church:  Revival  July 

19-22;  Sun,  11  am.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm;  Phil 
and  Teri  Bradley,  revival  team;  M.R.  Bradley, 
pastor-  £•-.*»'  ‘  .  VJ  V  .  '  A 

7.  Palestine  Church,  Hamsville:  Homecoming, 
June  2B;  Services,  11  am,  followed  by  lunch; 
David  Parker;  speaker;  The  Parkers,  musk. 
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tickets  on  the  Royals  ratline  "Below  is  a  listing  oi  just  a 

service  and  another  261  out  erf  few  of  pur  special  events 
a  block  oi  300  originally  pur-  already  planned  this  season- 
chased,  Klein  said.  check  and  see  if  your  group 

Their  intent  over  the  years  event  b  already  on  our  caien 
*  to  support  Kansas  dan  If  not,  call  w  at  (816)  504- 

essional  sports  teams  4040  and  plan  an  outing  today! 
olunteer  work,  she  As  you'll  see  from  the  variety 
*  *  group  of  events,  everyone  is  welcome 

at  Kauffman  Stadium.  You 
s  guests,  we'll  do  the 
test ...  it's  mat  simpler 

Phil  Gloyet  chairman  of  the 
Commission  of 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP  and  Klein,  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove  numerous  fames  offering  to 
local  reports)  — .  Missouri's  Church  m  Holts  Summit.  facilitate  abortion  n  for  under- 

largest  and  oldest  grassroots  "I  think  we  feel  discrimmnt-  age  girls  and .otherwise  violate 
pro-life  organization  feels  dir.-  ed  against  Susan  Klein  said,  tegalhrestrictKins  cm  abortion, 
criminated  against  by  the  According  to  The  Pitch,  a  When  end  result  was  foe 
Kansas  Qty  Royals  due  to  a  liberal  Kansas  City  tabloid,  removal  from  foe  website  of  foe 
series  of  events  leading  up  to  Scott  Hartley,  district  aide  for  g  am  . 
foe  removal  of  then  orgaiuza-  Democratic  Missouri  State  context  of  trying  to  increase 
tion's  name  in  conjunction  Sen.  Jolie  Justus  of  Kansas  group  ticket  sales  in  the  days 
with  a  June  19  gremp  ticket  City,  labeled  Right  to  Life  feadmgup  to  foe  game,  Klein 
non-haec  (nr  »  samp  against  "controversial  and  argued  saw  it  fra  what  it  was. 


phrase,  "Right  to  life,"  in  foe  Ci^'sjprofessional  sports 

said.  For  example,  foe 
has  worked  concessions  —  _ 

Royals  and  helped  dean  up  invite  foe 
like  pro-abortion  Arrowhead  Stadium  for  me 
controlling  the  Kansas  City  Chiefs,  - , 

*id.  *  "We're  fust  regular  people  Christian 

t  is  absurd  to  pun-  like  everybody  else,"  Kkan  said,  foe  .  • , 

,ife  in  this  manner  One  post  on  prime  buzz.  Convention  (MBC),  the  largest 
of  Tiller.  Right  to  where  a  Kansas  City  Star  evangelical  denomination  in 
mned  what  the  columnist  on  June  16  wrote  the  state  and  one  with  a  dead- 
Tiller  did,"  she  about  foe  Royals  finding  them-  edly  pro-fife  flock,  wondered 
l  statement  by  foe  selves  "in  the  midst  of  abor-  whether  the  Royals  may  have 
atiem’s  president,  tion  politics,"  posed  the  been  manipulated  into  an 
indicated  that  "we  rhetorical  question,  "if  the  awkward  position, 
and  will  always  Royals  have  a  Price  Chopper  "I'm  a  little  concerned 
it  acts  in  response  night  does  that  mean  they  about  the  suggestion  that  a 
e  of  abortion."  don't  support  Sun  Fresh?"  Or,  state  senator  f  aide  would 
o  reason  to  tie  foe  would  a  Sprint  night  mean  involve  himself  in  the  Royab 
»r,"  Klein  said,  "they  think  Verizon  is  bad?"  marketing  strategy,  and 
ip  of  people  trying  Marketing  is  not  political,  foe  frankly,  tp  alienate  pro-life 
allgame  who  nap-  poster  known  as.WoodyKC  rea-  baseball  ff  (ns  is  a  bizarre  strat- 
soned.  He  saw  Right  to  Life  egy,"  Gloyer  said  "It  is  hard  to 
19  outing  was  being  denied  a  place  on  foe  imagine  a  [competent  marketer 
y  Right  to  Life's  website  due  to  "potential  nega-  caving  to  one  or  two  phone 
ion,  which  sold  58  tive  marketing  impact."  calls  instead  of  just  pointing 

The  Royals'  website  is  them  to  the  team's  'everyone 
g  designed  to  inform  fans  that  is  welcome'  standard." 

■A  ,  there  are  hundreds  of  group  The  Royals  would  like  to 

events  each  season.  Precise  be  known  as  an  organization 
language  -  detailing  those  that  welcomes  Christian  fans 
f  opportunities,  including  the  to  the  ballpark  for  promo- 


Great  Opportunities 


BAPTISTS 


Summer  2009 
Groundbreaking* 

College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine 
Joe  and  Virginia  Tatum  Theatre 


Hearina  is 


view  players  who  were 
known  to  be  Christians.  The 
request  for  a  credential  was 
eventually  approved. 

"There's  apprehension  to 
credential  me  as  a  Christian 
journalist,  and  I  don't  know 
why,"  Warren  said.  "I've  writ¬ 
ten"  six  or  more  articles  on  foe 
Royals  going  back  to  2004,  arid 
only  in  2007  did  I  start  to  have 
problems  getting  in  there." 

On  more  than  one  occasion, 
Baptist  Pre^s  and  The 
Pathway,  the  MBC  news  jour¬ 
nal,  have  been  forced  to  go  the 
extra  mile  to  justify  why  they 
want  to  be  in  the  Clubhouse  to 
intervietv  Christian  plavers. 
The  most  recent  example  of 
how  hard  it  is  for  Christian 
media  to  cover  these  events 
came  when  Royals  officials 
first  promised  the  Pathway 
access  to  foe  June  14  faith 
event  and  then  denied  it 

The  Pathway  placed  two 
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rin  Design  and 
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dent  of  sales  and  marketing  for 
the  Royals,  which  were  not 
returned  as  of  press  time. 
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test  voters'  sentiments  in  a  comer  Veto  efforts,  said  participation  missibk,  he  said. 

Carole  of  the  country  —  die  Northeast  by  churches  on  this  year's  eftort  going  to  get  m  troub 
Church  —  that  has  never  had  a  statewide  is  "venr  critical,"  IRS  for  doing  that, 

leading  vote  on  same  sex  marriage  "I  believe  the  church,  will  Henry,  the  Hosan 
>  gather  Although  voters  in  30  states  have  probably  either  make  or.  break  pastor,  beheves  rarti 
s  veto"  voted  on  die  issue,  with  all  30  it,"  he  said.  the  state  s  Cathode  ! 

ng  the  voting  against  same  sex  mar-  Although  church  parti ci pa-  play  a  critical  role,  pa 
w  legal-  riage,  the  Northeast  has  been  a  Hon  on  issues  erf  legislation  and  toe  issue  makes  it  or 
holdout  mostly  because  left-lean-  morality  has  widely  been  Its  the  first  time,  he  sj 
her  are  irig  legislatures  have  refused  to  viewed  as  legal  under  IRS  tax-  Catholic  diocese  ha 
-  a  left  put  the  matter  on  the  ballot.  exempt  status  code,  a  self-  participated  m  a  state 

banned  Of  the  ftv«  New  England  labeled  homosexual  civil  rights  on  homosexuality. 

2  last  states  that  have  legalized  organization,  the  Empowered  The  diocese  chose 
xiration  same  sex  marriage,  Maine  is  Spirits  Foundation,  filed  a  com-  an  official  stance  on 
it  a  very  the  only  one  where  citizens  plaint  in  May  with  toe  Internal  fives  involving  laws 


Henry  points  to  Massachusetts,  Edeerly,  of  Farmington 
where  a  second-grade  class  in  Church, said Qmstiara^need to 
Lexington  was  read  a  book  (King  take  a  stand  on  God  s  Word 
&  King)  about  a  prince  "marry-  "We  are  very  privileged  to 
irvg"  another  prince,  despite  objec-  live  in  a  state  where  the  peo- 
tkms  from  parents.  f  "  pie  have  the  last  word,  she 

■  "When  homosexuality  said.  "In  some  of  the  states,  a 
laws,  especially  gay  marriage  court  decided  (the  issue  of 
laws,  have  passed,  then  it  gay  marriage]  and  in  other 
opens  the  door  to  all  kinds  of  states  the  legislature  decided 
other  things  that  no  one  but  in  Maine,  the  legislature 
dreamed  it  would  do,"  he  makes  their  decision,  the  gov- 
said.  "It  has  a  secondary  effect  emor  makes  his  decision,  and 
that  they  didn't  expect  to  hap-  then  the  people  have  the  right 
pen."  to  veto." 

Joey  Marshall,  pastor  of  ”  .  , 

Living  Stone  Community  Editor's  note.  For  more  mfonrn- 
Church,  a  Southern  Baptist  tkm  about  the  Maine  People  s  Veto 
congregation  in  Stanaish,  signature  drive,  visit 
Maine,  also  has  concerns  about  Maine  Marriage,  net  ami 

the  law  s  effect.  StandjbrMarrmgeMame.com. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Confidently  Victorious 


By  Lori  Clendinning 

Recently,  my  church  invited 
a  man  to  share  his  testimony: 
Twenty  years  ago  Don  Piper 
was  killed  in  a  car  accident, 
stood  at  the  gates  of  Heaven, 
and  ninety  minutes  later  was 
returned  to  live  on  earth  in 
order  to  bear  witness  to  all  that 
he  had  experienced.  Out 
church  was  filled  to  overflow- 
ins  with  people  from  all  over 


ins  with  people  from  all  over 
Mississippi  who  came  to  find 
out  if  Heaven  is  real. 

Piper's  testimony  was  an 
unmistakable  example  of  this 
lesson's  theme:  he  was  confi¬ 
dently  victorious!  His  words 
were  compelling,  as  he  stood 
and  shared,  full  of  assurance 
that  Heaven  is  real,  that  Jesus  is 
the  only  way  to  get  there,  ami 
there's  room  for  all  who  will 
put  their  faith  and  trust  in  Him. 


Our  Wesson  this  week 
in  1  John  reveals  that 
God  intends  for  all 
Christians  to  have  flat 
assurance  of  eternal  life.  He 
desires  for  us  to  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  approaching  Him  in 
prayer,  and  we  can  be  certain  of 
victory  over  art.  In  other 
words,  we  should  know  that 
we  know  that  we  know. 


know  that  we  abide  in 
Him.  4:13.  In  5:13,  John 
writes  that  we  know 
we  have  eternal  life, 
we  know  that  God 
hears  us,  5:15,  and  we 
know  flust  we  are  of 
God  in  5:19. 

Yet,  disregaiding 
.  what  the  Bible  jays, 
nn*n8  many  people  who  lack 
confidence  seek  solutions  in 
this  success-oriented  culture. 
The  Internet  offers  tips  on  act¬ 
ing  confident,  offering  up  a 
"fake  it,  'til  you  make  it* 
approach.  By  smiling  and  act- 


stronghold  of  sin.  arms,  sharing  the  day's  trea- 

How  many  Christians  move  sures  and  trials 
through  this  world,  not  ener  God  wants  us  to  pray  for  one 
gized  by  what  they  know,  but  another,  especially  for  those 
rather,  discouraged  or  in  who  are  still  struggling  with 
despair  because  of  a  lade  of  sin.  There  are  three  approaches 
"feeling."  Bible  scholar  Heruy  to  explain  die  "sin  that  brings 
Halley  wrote  that  we  should  be  death”  in  verse  76:  that  sin  may 
careful  "to  identify  assurance  be  a  X)  specific,  deadly  sin;  2) 

blasphemy  against  the  H< 


careful  "to  identify  assurance 
with  salvation,  for  a  new-born 
babe  scarcely  knows  it  has  been 
bom,  but  it  has.  Assurance 
comes  with  growth."  ‘ 

As  a  Christian  grows 
through  Bible  study,  prayer 
and  by  living  out  his  or  her 
faith  in  this  world,  then  true 


in  the  New  Testament,  John 
uses  the  verb  "know"  repeated¬ 
ly  in  I  John  to  emphasize  that 
we  can  be  certain  things  that 
God  delivers.  In  2:3  we  know 
that  we  know  God,  in  25,  we 
know  that  we  are  in  Him.  We 
know  that  when  He  appears  we 
shall  be  like  Him,  3:2;  we  know 
we've  passed  from  death  to  life, 
3:14.  In  3:19,  we  know  that  we 
are  of  the  truth,  we  know  that 
God  abides  in  us,  3:24;  we 


approacn.  »y  smuing  ana  a«-  laiui  m  uus  w uim,  men 
ing  self-assured,  some  claim  assurance  takes  hold  in  their 
you  might  actually  begin  to  feel  life.  As  we  willingly  and  obe- 
confident,  and  that  feeling  will  diently  allow  God  to  change 
help  you-  achieve  success  in  us  to  become  more  like  Christ, 
your  business  endeavors.  we  do  not  have  to  doubt 

Sadly,  some  Christians  fake  whether  we  possess  eternal 
confidence  in  spiritual  mat-  life,  we  can  be  certain, 
ters.  Although  you  would  Likewise,  we  can  be  confi- 
never  know  it  by  looking  at  dent  as  we  approach  God  in 


them  in  church,  they  are  filled 
with  doubts.  Many  wonder  if 
they  will  go  to  Heaven  when 
they  die,  or  if  God  really  hears 
their  prayers,  or  if  they  will 


Likewise,  we  can  be  confi¬ 
dent  as  we  approach  God  in 
prayer.  We  can  pray,  earnestly 
ana  honestly,  knowing  that 
God  hears  us.  God  wants  us  to 
pray  to  Him  with  boldness, 
just  as  little  children  who  run 


(V-born  blasphemy  against  the  Holy 
is  been  Spirit;  pr  3)  total  rejection  of  the 
urance  Gospel.  Regardless,  we  as 
k  believers  are  commanded  to 
grows  pray,  prey,  and  pray  for  them, 
prayer  We  know  it  is  by  Gods 
or  her  power  that  we  are  kept  from 
;n  true  the  evil  one  who  controls  foe 
n  their  world.  We  belong  to  God  and 
id  obe-  God  can  be  known  by  us.  We 
change  are  assured  that  eternal  life  is 
Christ,  obtained  only  through  Jesus, 
doub  t  Our  security  comes  in  knowing 
eternal  that  we  rest  safely  in  Jesus 
hands  and  He  has  foe  power  to 
■  confi-  overcome  sin. 

God  in  Our  victory  is  sure  as  we 
mostly  remain  confident  in  Him.  May 
ig  that  we  aH  bear  testimony  that  He  is 


! 

■  .  ■  ■ ! 

- 


risen,  indeed! 


'  to  nun  wun  ocnaness, 

as  little  children  who  run  Lori  Clendinning  is  a  member 


tneir  prayere,  or  ir  inev  wm  um  umc  uiuw^u  *****  *-*«•  ^ 

ever  break  free  from  the  and  jump  into  their  parent's  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Claim  Your  Freedom 


Galatians  5:1-15 


How  docs  it  feel  to  know 
that  every  sin  you  have  ever 
committed  and  will  ever  com¬ 
mit  has  been  forgiven?  How 
does  it  affect  you  to  realize  that 
absolutely  nothing  in  life  or 
even  death  has  the  power  to 
separate  you  from  foe  awesome 
love  and  affection  of  your  heav¬ 
enly  Father?  How  does  know¬ 
ing  that  one  day  Jesus  will 
stand  at  heaven's  door  and 
welcome  you  into  gjory  impact 
your  thoughts  and  actions? 

The  lesson  today  begins  a 
three-week  emphasis  on  foe 
topic  of  a  Christian's  freedom 
in  Christ  and  foe  multi  dimen¬ 
sions  of  this  freedom.  . 
Understand  Your  Freedom 
(Galatians  5:1a) 

God's  requirements  for  your 
salvation  were  met  upon  your 
confession  of  Christ  Lord  and 
Savior.  Consequently,  absolute¬ 


ly  nothing  else  needs  to 
be  done  mm  or  in  foe 
future  by  you  Or  anyone 
else  to  obtain  and  retain  Bi 
your  salvation.  You  are 
indeed  free  to  live  in  the  glori¬ 
ous  and  liberating  truth  that  all 
your  sins  are  forgiven,  that 
death  is  no  longer  your  enemy, 
and  that  your  Kfe  can  now 
count  for  God.  As  Paul  said  so 
dearly  to  the  Romans, 
"Therefore,  there  is  now  no 
condemnation  few  those  who 
are  in  Christ  Jesus,...-  (Romans 
8:1  NIV).  You  via  I  are  free. 

Accept  Your  Freedom 
(Galatians  51b-6> 

There  is  a  saying  among 
mechanics:  "don't  fix  it  if  it 
isn't  broken-.  Within  our 
human  nature  we  are  internal¬ 
ly  wired  with  foe  desire  to  tin¬ 
ker  and  tamper  with  things 
sometimes  are  working 
jus.  '''•re.  As  a  young  boy,  I  once 
took  apart  a  well-functioning 


pellet  rifle.  Upon 
reassembling  foe 
firearm,  to  my  cha¬ 
grin,  I  noticed  some 
extra  parts:  spring, 
screw,  washer;  etc.  I 
had  attempted  to  fix 
what  wasn't  broken. 
Consequently,  that 
gun  never  fired  again, 
mett  The  Galatians 
were  tinkering  and 
tampering  with  a  much  more 
serious  item  than  a  pellet  gun. 
They  were  making  changes 
and  adjustments  to  God's  solo 

eth  to  salvation:  faith  in 
ius.  In  essence,  Paul  said 
they  had  "fallen  from  grace". 
He  did  not  mean,  however, 
that  these  Christians  had  lost 
their  salvation,  but  that  they 
had  detoured  from  foe  doc¬ 
trine  of  being  saved  by  grace 
and  had  substituted  it  with 
being  saved  by  works. 

Anytime  a  Christian  begins 
believing  that  his  or  her  salva¬ 
tion  is  derived  from  perfor¬ 
mance,  he  or  she  has  fallen 
from  grace  doctrinally.  In  other 
words,  we  do  not  attend  church 
so  God  will  love  us  but  because 
God  already  loves  us  and  we 


love  Him.  We  perform  good 
works  not  to  be  saved  by  those 
good  works  but  because  we  are 
saved  unto  good  works.  If  you 
have  accepted  Jesus,  then  Jesus 
has  accepted  you.  His  love  for 
you  is  perfect  and  permanent 
Retain  Your  Freedom 
(Galatians  5:7-12) 


Christ  oners  you  is  essential,  dom  to  e>  tt.  so  wne 
But  so  is  retaining  this  free-  become  w  ary  and  bur 
dom.  The  Galatian  believers  run  to  Jesus  for  rest  Ti 
unfortunately  had  allowed  yoke  upon  you,  for  in  di 
their  freedom  in  Christ  to  be  you  will  find  a  fresh  suj 
stripped  from  them  through  freedom  for  your  soul, 
the  evil  influence  of  heretical  __  Live  In  Your  Freed* 
teachers.  Christian  freedom  is  *  (Galatians  5:13-15 
something  we  must  hold  onto.  Freedom  for  Chrisbar 
maintain,  and  preserve.  The  not  mean  God  has  hand 
Devil  will  do  everything  with-  permission  slips  allowin] 
in  his  power  ana  use  every  live  and  behave  any  u 
scheme  at  his  disposal  to  bring  desire.  On  the  contrary  t 
you  into  bondage.  Your  free-  the  freedom  that  Christ  to 
dom  in  Christ  over  sin,  death,  us,  we  can  now  live  and 
and  self  is  a  stench  in  foe  nos-  live  for  His  cause  and 
trils  of  Satan.  He  hates  foe  fact  dory  instead  of  our  own.  So  go 
that  you  are  a  child  of  God,  ahead  and  live  in  foe  liberty  that 
and  he  will  work  overtime  to  Christ  has  brought  you.  Serve 
stead  your  birthright  of  free-  God  and  others  with  deep  joy. 

dom.  So  be  smart,  and  "Be  self-  — ft - — • 

controlled  and  alert.  Your  Burnett  is  pastor  of  WiUow 
enemy  foe  devil  prowls  Pointe  Church,  Hattiesburg. _ 


around  like  a  roaring  lion  look¬ 
ing  for  someone  to  devour-  (I 
Peter  55  NIV). 

Guilt  trips  can  devour 
believers.  When  past  failures 
and  mistakes  are  allowed  to 
loop  through  our  minds,  free¬ 
dom  vanishes.  Sometimes  reli¬ 
gious  and  denominational 
expectations  can  cause  our 
knees  to  J  ickle  and  our  free¬ 
dom  to  e- it.  So  when  you 
become  w?ary  and  burdened, 
run  to  Jesus  for  rest.  Tale  his 
yoke  upon  you,  for  in  doing  so 
you  will  find  a  fresh  supply  of 
freedom  for  your  soul. 

Live  In  Your  Freedom 
(Galatians  5:13-15) 

Freedom  for  Christians  does 
not  mean  God  has  handed  out 
permission  slips  allowing  us  to 
live  and  behave  any  way  we 
desire.  On  foe  contrary,  through 
foe  freedom  that  Christ  has  given 
us,  we  can  now  five  and  mould 
live  for  His  cause  and  for  His 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Follow  The  Spirit 

Galatians  5:16-26 


Perhaps  you've  heard  ol  the 
three  blind  men  who  came 
across  an  elephant  for  the  first 
time:  each  of  them  bought  the 
elephant  to  be  something  it  was 
not  because  they  were  touching 
a  different  part  of  the  elephant, 
one  laid  hands  on  the  smooth 
tusk,  another  had  hold  of  the 
wispy  tail,  while  the  third  felt 
only  the  elephant's  rough  skin. 
They  could  not  know  the  entire 
elephant  because  they  were 
limited  in  their  experience. 

Likewise,  people  can  miss 
experiencing  God,  because 
bey  do  not  know  Him  fully. 
They  can  go  brough  all  the 
external  motions  that  are  gen¬ 
erally  associated  wib  being  a 
Christian,  and  still  hardly 
know  God  at  ail. 

This  study  about  God  focus¬ 
es  on  three  important  questions 


tions/  God  allowed 
Moses  to  see  His 
Glory,  which  is  called 
in  Hebrew  "kabod' 
(the  weight  and 
honor  of  something). 
In  this  case,  kabod 
refers  to  God's  char¬ 
acter  and  fullness. 

about  uoa,  our  aiso  to  ~ _ ,. _ . _  Moses  wac  only 

lead  them  to  God:  How  Clendmmng  auowed  to  see  the  mov- 
can  we  know  the  Father?  What  ing  presence  of  God,  because 
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is  be  Heavenly  Faber  like? 
What  does  God  the  Faber 
desire  for  us?  By  reflecting  on 
God's  characteristics,  we  grow 
in  our  devotion  to  Him.  God 
desires  for  us  to  know  Him  and 
to  worship  Him. 

How  can  we,  know  be 
Faber?  Let's  examine  be  life  of 
one  who  intimately  knew  God: 
Moses,  a  Levite  who  led  a  race 
of  slaves  and  created  from 
them  a  powerful  nation,  God's 
chosen  people. 

As  the  spiritual  leader  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  Moses  was 
overjoyed  that  God's  presence 
was  with  them  for  beir  desert 
journey.  When  Moses  asked  to 
see  God's  glory,  God  revealed 
Himself,  but  with  some  restric- 


no  man,  despite  his  fidelity  to 
God,  could  handle  the  fullness 
of  God's  being.  Even  so,  be 
mere  passing  of  God  impacted 
Moses  in  a  dramatic  way.  God 
allowed  Moses  to  get  closer  to 
Him  than  any  other  human  and 
His  shikinah  glory  reflected  or, 
Moses'  countenance. 

Whatever  we  may  under¬ 
stand  about  God,  there  :s 
always  much  more  of  Him  to 
be  known  and  experienced.  We 
should  continually  seek  to 
know  Him  better.  We  know  of 
God  only  what  He  graciously 
chooses  to  reveal  to  us.  Beir  g  in 
be  presence  of  God  is  no  tr  vial 
matter.  We  should  worihip 
God  wib  a  sense  of  awe,  rever¬ 
ence,  and  mystery. 


So,  what  is  be  Heavenly 
Father  like?  As  God  passed  in 
front  of  Moses,  He  proclaimed 
His  name  and  described  His 
nature.  His  holiness  and  righ‘- 
eousness  was  expressed 
brough  His  divine  presence, 
and  Moses  yearned  to  know 
God  fully. 

Sin  separates  us  from  know¬ 
ing  God,  yet  God  still  provided 
a  way  for  us  to  know  Him, 
because  of  Jesus'  sacrifice  and 
God's  forgiveness  of  our  sin. 
Because  God  is  willing  to  for¬ 
give  our  sin,  we  should  confess* 
and  repent  of  our  sins. 

Because  God  is  a  God  of  jus¬ 
tice,  we  should  not  look  at  our 
sin  casually.  Ours  should  be 
lives  that  are  changed  because 
of  God's  redemption  of  our 
sins.  Worship  is  the  proper 
response  to  God's  revelation  of 
Himself.  Outward  service  is  an 
act  of  worship  and  our  lives, 
like  Moses,  should  reflect  our 
devotion  to  God  through  our 
obedience  to  His  calling. 

What  does  God  the  Faber 
desire  for  us? 

In  Micah,  God  revealed  to 
be  prophet  bat  He  desires 


more  than  external  ads  of 
piety;  He  requires  righteous¬ 
ness  in  human  relationships 
and  humility  in  our  relation  to 
Him.  In  John's  Gospel,  Jesus 
said  God  ’-rants  people  to  wor¬ 
ship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

People  do  many  things  try¬ 
ing  to  please  God  ana  they 
often  end  up  missing  what  it  is 
that  they  are  supposed  to  do. 
God.  wants  us  to  act  justly,  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  wib  Him.  For  some 
people,  this  means  going  to 
church  and  doing  a  few  good 
deeds  here  and  there. 

As  good  as  bat  might  be, 
participating  in  worship  ser¬ 
vices  is  not  enough;  worship 
must  be  accompanied  by  right 
attitudes  and  nght  living.  True 
worship  flows  mom  hearts  that 
are  right  wib  God  and  lives 
bat  are  consistent  wib  the 
trub  of  the  Scriptures.  Being  a 
godly  person  who  shows 
mercy  to  others  and  a  personal 
commitment  to  God  is  the  right 
form  of  worship. 

Lori  Clendinning  is  a  member 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon. 
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Do  you  remember  as  a  child 
playing  be  game  follow  be 
leader?  Wherever  be  designat¬ 
ed  leader  went  you  went. 
Whatever  the  designated 
leader  did  you  did. 

Today's  lesson  focuses  on 
be  importance  of  Christians 
following  the  leader:  the  Holy 
Spirit.  To  be  sure,  His  guidance 
always  leads  us  toward  God 
and  unto  godliness. 

Walk  Behind  The  Spirit 
(Galatians  5:16-18) 

Since  Pentecost,  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  is  not  only  wib 
the  Christian  in  every  life 
endeavor.  He  actually  dwells 
inside  of  the  Christian,  func¬ 
tioning  as  a  spiritual  guide  and 
compass.  Our  task  is  to  daily 
allow  be  Spirit  to  not  only  be 
resident  in  our  lives  but  presi¬ 
dent  of  our  lives. 

Paul  encouraged  the 


Galatians  to  walk  by  the 
Spirit  and  by  doing  so 
they  would  overcome 
fleshly  tendencies. 
Walking  by  the  Spirit 
simply  means  yielding 
hearts,  souls,  minds,  ana 
ies  to  godly  purpe 


is  full  erf  tiie  Spirit  he  or  she 
will  have  little  or  no  room  for 
fleshly  pursuits.  There  is  a 
direct  correlation  between  our 
obeying  the  spirit  and  our  abil¬ 
ity  to  overcome  personal  sin. 

How  do  we  know  when  we 
are  being  led  of  the  Spirit  or 
walking  behind  the  Spirit?  The 
Holy  Spirit  always  guides  us 
toward  God-honoring  actions 
and  attitudes,  never  leading  us 
to  do  anything  contrary  to  the 
character  of  Christ  and  the 
standards  of  God. 

Avoid  Forbidden  Hails 
(Galatians  5:19-21) 

*  Paul  delineated  to  the 


Galatians  be  per¬ 
verted  paths  and  for¬ 
bidden  trails  bey 
should  avoid  if  bey 
desired  to  honor 
God.  He  gives  a 
litany  of  activities  to 
be  shunned  by  Christ 
followers.  Perusing 
verses  19-21,  you  will 
Burnett  See  a  portrait  of  a 
person  who  is  com¬ 
pletely  out  of  God's  will  and 
who  shows  no  signs  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  wib  Christ. 
It  is  a  character  sketch  of 
someone  unattached  to  Jesus. 

The  Holy  Spirit  always 
directs  believers  down  the 
pathway  of  holiness  and  the 
trail  of  truth.  But  when  you 
stray  from  The  Way,  and  we  all 
do  at  times,  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
flag  you  down,  warn  you  of 
treacherous  roads  ahead,  and 
reroute  you  bade  to  the  narrow 
pab  of  obedience. 

Study  Paul's  list  of  dishonor¬ 
able  activities  of  the  godless  and 
allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  a  char¬ 
acter  scan  of  your  heart  If  some¬ 
thing  surfaces  in  your  life  that  is 
displeasing  to  Goa,  confess  it  and 
abandon  it  immediately. 


Display  All  The  Spirit's  Fruit 
(Galatians  5:22-26) 

Paul  paints  a  perfect  por- 
lit  of  what  a  healthy,  normal 
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trait  of  what  a  healthy,  normal 
Christian  looks  like  m  verses 
22-26.  Interestingly  bese  pas¬ 
sages  epitomize  be  life  Christ 
lived  while  on  earth.  Through 
His  words  and  His  actions  He 
bore  all  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
and  so  should  we. 

When  your  life  is  under  be 
direction  and  influence  of  be 
Holy  Spirit  you  will  love 
unconditionally;  you  will  have 
deep  joy;  you  will  possess  a 
peace  that  defies  comprehen¬ 
sion;  you  will  practice 
patience;  you  will  be  kind;  you 
will  possess  moral  goodness, 
you  will  be  faithful;  you  will 
be  gentle;  and  you  will  demon¬ 
strate  9elf-restraint.  In  ober 
words,  you  will  be  a  living 
fruit  stand  for  Jesus,  daily  dis¬ 
playing  to  the  world  Cnrist- 
Iike  character  and  behavior. 

The  fruit  of  be  Spirit 
should  generate  from  all 
Christians  not  just  a  few.  The 
ability  to  produce  this  godly 
fruit  has  been  given  to  all  of 
God's  children  at  spiritual 
birth.  But  again  be  bearing  of 


ait  -this  fruit  in  our  lives  is  pro¬ 
portionate  to  our  obedience  to 
or-  Christ.  Jesus  said  "I  am  be 
nal  vine;  you  are  the  branches.  If  a 
ses  man  remains  in  me  and  I  in 
>as-  him,  he  will  bear  much  fruit; 
rist  apart  from  me  you  can  do 
igh  nothing"  (John  15:5  N1V). 

He  As  you  inventory  the  fruit 


As  you  inventory  tne  mm 
of  the  Spirit  in  your  life,  which 
characteristics  are  missing?  Is 
your  love  for  others  qualita¬ 
tive?  Are  you  waiting  for  some 
people  to  measure  up  to  your 
expectations  before  accepting 
them?  How  are  you  doing  in 
be  area  of  joy?  Have  you 
allowed  the  circumstances  of 
your  life  to  overwhelm  you 
and  put  you  in  a  fog  of  depres¬ 
sion?  What  about  patience? 
Are  you  angry  at  God's  timing 
in  your  life?  Check  out  each 
piece  of  spiritual  fruit  Paul 
mentions  in  verses  22-26  and 
determine  whether  or  not  you 
are  displaying  such  fruit  in 
your  life.  After  all,  as  someone 
has  said,  being  children  of  the 
King,  shouldn't  we  bear  a  fam¬ 
ily  resemblance? 

Burnett  is  pastor  of  Willow 
Pointe  Church ,  Hattiesburg. 
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TEHRAN,  Iran  (BP)  —  Finally  Susan's  curiosity  ized  "with  ail  the  cells  of  my 
Davoud  (not  his  teal  name)  felt  piqued.  She  wondered  who  body"  that  he  was  receiving  a 
so  disillusioned  with  life  that  God  really  is,  and  her  friend  spiritual  message, 
he  sank  into  a  deep  depression,  seemed  to  know.  When  her  He  wanted  to  be  sure  what  it 
He  wasn't  destitute.  Far  friend  led  her  to  Christ  a  short  meant  so  he  consulted  a 
from  it  Davoud  was  successful  time  later,  "It  was  love,  real  Christian  friend.  The  friend 
in  Iran's  entertainment  indus-  love,  pure  love,"  Susan  said.  congratulated  him  for  receiving 
try.  He  brokered  motion  pic-  a  personal  invitation  from  the 

hire  deals  and  created  artwork  Time  of  discovery  One  he  had  been  trying  to  intro- 

that  hung  above  fireplaces  in  Susan's  face  softens  into  a  duce  Davoud  to  for  a  long  time, 
the  capital  city  of  Tehran.  deep,  lingering  smile  when  This  time,  Davoud  accepted 

He  had  a  good  home  life,  recalling  Tier  discovery  of  God’s  invitation.  "After  that  I 
He  loved  his  wife.  He  knew  he  God's  love.  "When  1  prav  to  did  not  feel  depressed  any- 
should  be  happy,  but  he  felt  God  and  when  I  think,  I  can  more,"  he  said, 
hollow  inside  like  nothing  talk  to  God  directly,"  she  said. 

really  mattered.  He  tried  to  "At  that  time  I  can  understand  The  struggle 

Ksh  the  feelings  aside  by  how  God  loves  me  and  how  Davoud  has  learned  that 
tying  himself  in  work  but  much  I  love  Him."  being  asked,  "Haw  you  suf- 

they  kept  creeping  back.  Growing  up,  Susan  felt  fered  more  than  I  have?  did- 
weighing  neavier  each  time.  "always  behind  a  barrier  so  n't  just  pertain  to  his  salvation 
My  lue  "was  meaningless  you  cannot  touch  a  real  God  but  also  to  his  Christian  life, 
because  my  heart  was  empty"  but  in  Christianity,  I  can  reach  which  wouldn’t  always  be 
Davoud  recalls.  Him  very  easily.  I'm  always  easy.  "God  came  to  save  me 

open  to  near  Hun,  to  interact  from  my  spiritual  problems 
IMaaitag  religion  with  Him."  but  you  can  still  encounter 

He  shrugged  it  off  when  a  Davoud’s  first  thought  problems  in  life  in  Iran,  espe- 
f riendtekl  turn  the  reason  for  when  Susan  told  him  about  dally  if  you  become  a 
his  depression  was  that  Christ  becoming  a  Christian  was,  Christian,"  Davoud  caid. 
was  missing  from  his  life.  "Don’t  react.  After  a  while.  There  is  a  saying  in  ban 
Most  Iranians  know  of  Jesus  she’s  going  to  forget  [her  that  being  a  Christian  isn't  a 

problem  unless  you’re,  an 


active  one.  "If  you  try  to  give 
people  [the)  Holy  Bible,  if  you 
have  a  place,  a  room  for 


f  many  Islamic  thing  [will]  be  die  same." 

Iranians  to  try  However,  Davoud  couldn't 
others  in  die  shake  his  feelings  of  res  t  less - 
blic  that  He  is  ness  and  discontentment.  He 
it  can  be  punish-  had  recurring  daydreams  in 
i.  which  he  was  drawn  to  a 

accept-  group  of  people  sitting  in  a 
nd  his  circle.  When  they  realized 

I  name)  someone  was  approaching, 

i.  Fear  the  group  stood  up  and  explained.  "1 

ison  for  turned  to  him.  house  church,  you 

disdain  He  derided  not  to  seek  pro-  active  Christian,  If  j 
fessional  help.  He  was  afraid  people  to  get  baptizec 
Susan  people  would  think  him  crazy,  an  active  Christian." 
ed  that  which  is  how  lie  felt,  but  his  Davoud  and  Susan  had  to 

g  to  be  experience  as  a  filmmaker  leave  Iran  or  risk  imprison- 

casions.  helped  him  resolve  the  myste-  ment  when  some  of  those  for- 
il lowed  nous  dream.  bidden  activities  were  discov- 

>f  oblig-  "I  figured  out  that  I  can  do  ered.  Within  less  than  a  week 
It  was  something  in  that  dream,"  they  made  arrangements  and 
religion  Davoud  recalled.  "I  can  act.  left  behind  almost  everything 
thing  to  Until  that  day,  I  was  die  audi-  they  had.  They  are  now  seek- 
ence  of  a  movie  but  as  soon  as  ing  refugee  status  in  another 
rf -guard  I  figured  this  out  I  started  country.  They  still  face  restric- 
k  of  a  shouting  and  yelling  'What  do  tions  about  what  they  can  do 
ccepted  you  want  from  me'  Who  are  and  where  they  can  go. 
nt  reli-  voupeople?'"  Davoud  longs  to  practice 

ople  —  '  The  circle  parted,  and  a  man  his  art  again.  Susan  sometimes 

i  family  with  an  intent  look  asked  him,  wonders  why  rebuilding  their 
seemed  "Have  you  suffered  more  than  lives  is  such  a  struggle,  but 
I  have?"  Davoud  said  he  real-  they  refuse  to  surrender  to 


and  do  other  things  helping 
people  to  get  to  know  Jesus 
Christ,  you  are  considered  an 
active  Christian,"  Davoud 
If  you  have  a 
*  i  are  an 


STRUGGLING  IN  IRAN  -—An  Iranian  woman  wearing  a  tradi¬ 
tional  chador  (black  cloak)  and  two  children  pause  tolook  out 
onto  the  Zayandeh  River  from  an  archway  on  the  Si-o-Seh  (33 
Arches;  Bridge  in  Esfahan,  Iran.  As  Iranians  struggle  politically 
against  a  corrupt,  theocratic  government,  the  stuggle  for 
Christian  faith  in  this  officially  Islamic  country  is  just  as  real. 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  the  International  Mission  Board) 


utduding’her  extei 
of  strict  Muslims 
cold  and  removed. 


Life  Digest:  U.S.  abortionists  plan  international  promotion 

WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (BP)  —  funds  unless  they  agreed  not  to  perform  mon  ground  on  the  issue.  In  his  May  17  wrote  on  a  weblog  for  RH  (reproduc- 

Planned  Parenthood  has  hired  a  U.S.  or  counsel  for  abortion  or  lobby  in  graduation  speech  at  the  University  erf  five  health)  Reality  Check. 

State  Department  official  to  advocate  order  to  liberalize  the  pro-life  policies  of  Notre  Dame,  the  president  encouraged  •  . 

for  abortion  overseas  in  the  wake  of  a  foreign  governments.  people  on  both  rides  of  the  abortion  issue  Young  people  are  expressing  their 

restoration  of  federal  funding  for  orga-  PPFA  is  the  United  States'  No.  1  abor-  to  be  open-minded  m  hopes  of  finding  "at  opinions  an  abortion  on  a  new  social  net- 
nizahons  that  promote  or  perform  tne  tion  provider.  Its  affiliates  performed  least  the  possibility  erf  common  ground."  working  online  rite  is  seeking  to  produce 
procedure  internationally.  more  than  305,000  abortions  in  2007,  the  Carlton  Veazey,  president  of  the  a  generation  of  pro-life  teenagers. 

Jeff  Meet  who  has  served  as  a  career  most  recent  year  for  which  statistics  are  Religious  Coalition  Tor  Reproductive  Teens  for  Life  (www.teensforiife.coin) 

foreign  service  officer  at  the  State  available.  The  organization's  total  rev-  Choice,  said  "common  ground"  is  provides  a  variety  of  features  to  help 

Deportment  and  participated  in  three  erne  readied  $1.04  billion  in  the  most  "another  term  for  compromise  on  repro-  teens  learn  about  abortion,  as  well  as 

intematkmal  population  conferences,  is  recent  financial  year,  which  extended  duejive  choke*  In  other  words,  achieving  other  sanctity  erf  life  issues,  and  to  take  a 
tfw  new  director  of  international  advoca-  from  July  2007  to  June  2008.  More  than  common  ground  will  be  accomplished  by  stand  for  the  pro-life  cause, 
cy  for  the  Planned  Parenthood  Federation  $349  million  of  that  figure  came  in  gov-  diminishing  the  ability  of  women  to  "This  is  the  first  time  that  the  pro¬ 
of  America  (PPFA).  The  announcement  eminent  grants  and  contracts.  make  decisions  about  abortion,  whatever  life  movement  has  actively  embraced 

was  made  in  a  June  15  e-mail  to  PPFA  Local  PPFA  affiliates  have  been  caught  the  personal  cos!  That's  unacceptable  the  power  of  social  networking  for 


